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public platform must be freely used. In this way a strong
public opinion may in time be built up in favour of con-
trolling the use and abuse of the hillsides.

Every encouragement must be given to the hill people
to change their methods of living and their routine of
farming, to replace their wandering cattle with stall-fed,
heavy milking buffaloes, and to terrace and embank their
land wherever possible. The growing of fruit and veget-
ables must be developed as well as other subsidiary
industries, and the use of silos, both to preserve fresh fodder
and to enable the grass to be cut when at its best instead
of being left till the field harvest is over, must be encouraged.
Single individuals can do very little by themselves, but
panchayats1 when they have established themselves and
gained the confidence of their villages will be able to do
much. Co-operative societies have great possibilities.
They can organize the reclamation work in the plains
already described (pp. 81, 82) and they can organize
grazing and land preservation societies in the hills by taking
over grazing areas and limiting the number and seasons
of cattle grazing, fixing rotation and organizing grass
cutting and silos.

The whole of the local revenue, educational, agricultural,
forest and co-operative staff must be carefully trained hi
the whole technique of counter-erosion work, and must be
kept long enough in one place to gain the confidence of
the people,

In the Salt Range2 the division of the common lands has
proved an excellent method. While the land was common,
it was nobody's care. Now it is divided, each man puts

1   See p. 157.

2  In other districts, however, such as Hoshiarpur and Ambala,
partition has not solved the problem.